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"I assume that historical sources can convey human feeling, even though it is
fruitless to psychologize individual friends or to reach complete explanations
about their motives. I simply accept that because medieval Christians believed in
friendship and felt the need for it, some of them both practiced and lived out
friendships."?from the new Introduction

Human beings have always formed personal friendships. Some cultures have left
behind the evidence of philosophical discussion; some have provided only
private or semipublic letters. By comparing these, one discerns the effect
exercised by the society in which the writers lived, its opportunities, and its
restrictions. The cloistered monks of medieval Europe, who have bequeathed a
rich literary legacy on the subject, have always had to take into account the
overwhelming fact of community. Brian Patrick McGuire finds that in seeking
friends and friendship, medieval men and women sought self-knowledge, the
enjoyment of life, the commitment of community, and the experience of God.

First published in 1988, Friendship and Community has been widely debated,
inspiring the current interest among medievalists in the subject of friendship. It
has also informed other fields within medieval history, including monasticism,
spirituality, psychology, and the relationship between self and community. In a
new introduction to the Cornell edition, McGuire surveys the critical reaction to
the original edition and subsequent research on the subject of medieval
friendship.
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"I assume that historical sources can convey human feeling, even though it is fruitless to psychologize
individual friends or to reach complete explanations about their motives. I simply accept that because
medieval Christians believed in friendship and felt the need for it, some of them both practiced and lived out
friendships."?from the new Introduction

Human beings have always formed personal friendships. Some cultures have left behind the evidence of
philosophical discussion; some have provided only private or semipublic letters. By comparing these, one
discerns the effect exercised by the society in which the writers lived, its opportunities, and its restrictions.
The cloistered monks of medieval Europe, who have bequeathed a rich literary legacy on the subject, have
always had to take into account the overwhelming fact of community. Brian Patrick McGuire finds that in
seeking friends and friendship, medieval men and women sought self-knowledge, the enjoyment of life, the
commitment of community, and the experience of God.

First published in 1988, Friendship and Community has been widely debated, inspiring the current interest
among medievalists in the subject of friendship. It has also informed other fields within medieval history,
including monasticism, spirituality, psychology, and the relationship between self and community. In a new
introduction to the Cornell edition, McGuire surveys the critical reaction to the original edition and
subsequent research on the subject of medieval friendship.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brian McGuire's Friendship and Community is by now a classic, the most important book to
appear?ever?on the subject. Its sweep is broad. McGuire shows the development of medieval ideals of
friendship and community from antiquity to the high Middle Ages. Current interest on the topic is high, in
large part due to McGuire’s book."?C. Stephen Jaeger, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Warriner:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Friendship and
Community: The Monastic Experience, 350–1250. All type of book would you see on many sources. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Teresa Hunter:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Friendship and Community: The Monastic Experience, 350–1250, you are able to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Eileen Vaughan:

Often the book Friendship and Community: The Monastic Experience, 350–1250 has a lot of information on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this book.



Virginia Laird:

Exactly why? Because this Friendship and Community: The Monastic Experience, 350–1250 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.
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