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The archaeology of the period A.D. 500-1000 has taken off in the Mediterranean
(where prehistoric and classical studies formerly enjoyed avirtual monopoly in
most areas) and in the I amic world. Here, as in northern Europe, field survey,
careful excavation and improved methods of dating are beginning to supply
information which now is not only more abundant but also of much higher
guality than ever before. The 'New Archaeology', pioneered in the United States
in the 1960s, has taught the archaeol ogist the value of anthropological modelsin
the study of the past. The new data and models positively compel usto take a
new look at the written sources and reconsider the 'making of the Middle Ages.

Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe attempts to prove the
point. Henri Pirenne's classic history of Europe between the fifth and ninth
centuries, Mohammed and Charlemagne, although published on the eve of the
Second World War, remains an important work. Many parts of its bold
framework have been attacked, but seldom decisively, for until now the evidence
has been insufficient. In their concise book, Richard Hodges and David
Whitehouse review the 'Pirenne thesis in the light of archaeological information
from northern Europe, the Mediterranean and western Asia.

In doing so, they have two abjectives: to tackle the major issue of the origins of
the Carolingian Empire and to indicate the almost staggering potentia of the
archaeological data. This book, then, is an attempt to rekindle interest in an
important set of questions and to draw attention to new sets of data?and to
persuade readers to look across traditional boundaries between classical and
medieval, east and west, history and archaeol ogy.
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The archaeology of the period A.D. 500-1000 has taken off in the Mediterranean (where prehistoric and
classical studies formerly enjoyed avirtual monopoly in most areas) and in the Islamic world. Here, asin
northern Europe, field survey, careful excavation and improved methods of dating are beginning to supply
information which now is not only more abundant but also of much higher quality than ever before. The
'‘New Archaeology', pioneered in the United States in the 1960s, has taught the archaeol ogist the value of
anthropol ogical modelsin the study of the past. The new data and models positively compel usto take a new
look at the written sources and reconsider the 'making of the Middle Ages.

Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe attempts to prove the point. Henri Pirenne's classic
history of Europe between the fifth and ninth centuries, Mohammed and Charlemagne, although published
on the eve of the Second World War, remains an important work. Many parts of its bold framework have
been attacked, but seldom decisively, for until now the evidence has been insufficient. In their concise book,
Richard Hodges and David Whitehouse review the 'Pirenne thesis in the light of archaeological information
from northern Europe, the Mediterranean and western Asia.

In doing so, they have two objectives: to tackle the major issue of the origins of the Carolingian Empire and
to indicate the almost staggering potential of the archaeological data. This book, then, is an attempt to
rekindle interest in an important set of questions and to draw attention to new sets of data?and to persuade
readersto look across traditional boundaries between classical and medieval, east and west, history and
archaeology.
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Editorial Review
Review

"In this book, Richard Hodges and David Whitehouse review the Pirenne thesis and test hypotheses
advanced by some of Pirenne's criticsin the light of archaeological information from the Mediterranean,
northern Europe, and western Asia. . . . The book succeeds extraordinarily well not only in integrating
archaeology with traditionally researched history but also in interweaving European and Islamic history in
the early medieval period."?American Historical Review

"Besides providing a splendid illustration of the potential for archaeological contributions to historical
studies, this book offers anew model for early medieval Europe. . . . The book is profusely illustrated with
well-selected photographs of representative objects and archaeological sites, site plans, and
maps." ?Ar chaeol ogy

"A major contribution to the reinvestigation of the Pirenne thesis."?Middle East Journal

From the Back Cover

'In this book, Richard Hodges and David Whitehouse review the Pirenne thesis and test hypotheses advanced
by some of Pirenne's criticsin the light of archaeological information from the Mediterranean, northern
Europe, and western Asia....The book succeeds extraordinarily well not only in integrating archaeol ogy with
traditionally researched history but also in interweaving European and Islamic history in the early medieval
period.'--American Historical Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeffery Herring:

Often the book Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis
will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify theideais very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Mohammed,
Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesisis much recommended to you
you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Beulah Scherr:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friendsis thing that usually



you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but till relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe:
Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you till
desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Cathie Moss;

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Mohammed,
Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wantsto
always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis
become your own personal starter.

Roland Collins:

Beside this particular Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne
Thesisin your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you fedl like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of
Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis because this book offersto your account readable information.
Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you till want to miss the item? Find this book as well asread it from at this point!
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