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Praying mantids have fascinated people for thousands of years. In their Book of
the Dead, ancient Egyptians honored the mantis as a minor deity, the "Bird-Fly,"
whose function was to conduct the souls of the dead to the netherworld. The
Chinese bred mantids for fighting and celebrated their ferocity and foolhardy
courage (they sometimes attack prey larger than themselves) in songs and poems.
Today, mantids continue to seize the imaginations of serious researchers and
backyard naturalists with their dramatic method of capturing prey, their bizarre
"sexual cannibalism," and their appeal as "beneficial" insects.

The Praying Mantids represents the current state of knowledge on these
remarkable insects, bringing together all that is currently understood about their
ecology, taxonomy, reproduction, sensory systems, motor behavior, and defense
strategies. The chapters reflect the strong personal stamp and intellectual
commitment of the contributors, who have all done pioneering work in mantid
research. Many of the selections present ground-breaking data on topics not
previously explored. The text is enhanced by numerous illustrations, including a
gallery of color images, and a final section of the book covers information
available nowhere else on rearing and breeding techniques. The foreword is
written by Professor John Alcock, a leader in the field of animal behavior.

Generously illustrated and admirably comprehensive, The Praying Mantids is an
invaluable resource for researchers, students, and teachers in the life sciences, as
well as a fascinating book for hobbyists and anyone interested in animal behavior
and natural history.

Chapters: • The Predatory Behavior of Mantids: Historical Attitudes and
Contemporary Questions • Morphology and Taxonomy • Ecology of Praying
Mantids • The Ecology and Foraging Strategy of Tenodera angustipennis •
Mating Behavior • Hearing • Binocular Vision and Distance Estimation • Prey
Recognition • Flight and Wing Kinematics • Prey Capture • The Hierarchical
Organization of Mantid Behavior • Ontogeny of Defensive Behaviors • Ethology
of Defense against Predators • Rearing Techniques, Developmental Time, and
Life Span Data for Lab-Reared Sphodromantis lineola • Comparative Aspects of
Rearing and Breeding Mantids • Mantids in Ecological Research • Histological
Techniques for Mantid Research
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Praying mantids have fascinated people for thousands of years. In their Book of the Dead, ancient Egyptians
honored the mantis as a minor deity, the "Bird-Fly," whose function was to conduct the souls of the dead to
the netherworld. The Chinese bred mantids for fighting and celebrated their ferocity and foolhardy courage
(they sometimes attack prey larger than themselves) in songs and poems. Today, mantids continue to seize
the imaginations of serious researchers and backyard naturalists with their dramatic method of capturing
prey, their bizarre "sexual cannibalism," and their appeal as "beneficial" insects.

The Praying Mantids represents the current state of knowledge on these remarkable insects, bringing
together all that is currently understood about their ecology, taxonomy, reproduction, sensory systems, motor
behavior, and defense strategies. The chapters reflect the strong personal stamp and intellectual commitment
of the contributors, who have all done pioneering work in mantid research. Many of the selections present
ground-breaking data on topics not previously explored. The text is enhanced by numerous illustrations,
including a gallery of color images, and a final section of the book covers information available nowhere else
on rearing and breeding techniques. The foreword is written by Professor John Alcock, a leader in the field
of animal behavior.

Generously illustrated and admirably comprehensive, The Praying Mantids is an invaluable resource for
researchers, students, and teachers in the life sciences, as well as a fascinating book for hobbyists and anyone
interested in animal behavior and natural history.

Chapters: • The Predatory Behavior of Mantids: Historical Attitudes and Contemporary Questions •
Morphology and Taxonomy • Ecology of Praying Mantids • The Ecology and Foraging Strategy of Tenodera
angustipennis • Mating Behavior • Hearing • Binocular Vision and Distance Estimation • Prey Recognition •
Flight and Wing Kinematics • Prey Capture • The Hierarchical Organization of Mantid Behavior • Ontogeny
of Defensive Behaviors • Ethology of Defense against Predators • Rearing Techniques, Developmental Time,
and Life Span Data for Lab-Reared Sphodromantis lineola • Comparative Aspects of Rearing and Breeding
Mantids • Mantids in Ecological Research • Histological Techniques for Mantid Research
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Praying Mantids your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Praying Mantids giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Harold Baughman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Praying Mantids why because the great cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Randolph Urban:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the
book The Praying Mantids we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this book The Praying Mantids. You can more inviting than now.

Curtis Waters:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Praying Mantids when you essential it?
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