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The Zhuangzi is a deliciously protean text: it is concerned not only with personal
realization, but also (albeit incidentally) with social and political order. In many
ways the Zhuangzi established a unique literary and philosophical genre of its
own, and while clearly the work of many hands, it is one of the finest pieces of
literature in the classical Chinese corpus. It employs every trope and literary
device available to set off rhetorically charged flashes of insight into the most
unrestrained way to live one's life, free from oppressive, conventional judgments
and values. The essays presented here constitute an attempt by a distinguished
community of international scholars to provide a variety of exegeses of one of
the Zhuangzi's most frequently rehearsed anecdotes, often referred to as "the
Happy Fish debate."

The editors have brought together essays from the broadest possible compass of
scholarship, offering interpretations that range from formal logic to alternative
epistemologies to transcendental mysticism. Many were commissioned by the
editors and appear for the first time. Some of them have been available in other
languages?Chinese, Japanese, German, Spanish?and were translated especially
for this anthology. And several older essays were chosen for the quality and
variety of their arguments, formulated over years of engagement by their authors.
All, however, demonstrate that the Zhuangzi as a text and as a philosophy is
never one thing; indeed, it has always been and continues to be, many different
things to many different people.
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The Zhuangzi is a deliciously protean text: it is concerned not only with personal realization, but also (albeit
incidentally) with social and political order. In many ways the Zhuangzi established a unique literary and
philosophical genre of its own, and while clearly the work of many hands, it is one of the finest pieces of
literature in the classical Chinese corpus. It employs every trope and literary device available to set off
rhetorically charged flashes of insight into the most unrestrained way to live one's life, free from oppressive,
conventional judgments and values. The essays presented here constitute an attempt by a distinguished
community of international scholars to provide a variety of exegeses of one of the Zhuangzi's most
frequently rehearsed anecdotes, often referred to as "the Happy Fish debate."

The editors have brought together essays from the broadest possible compass of scholarship, offering
interpretations that range from formal logic to alternative epistemologies to transcendental mysticism. Many
were commissioned by the editors and appear for the first time. Some of them have been available in other
languages?Chinese, Japanese, German, Spanish?and were translated especially for this anthology. And
several older essays were chosen for the quality and variety of their arguments, formulated over years of
engagement by their authors. All, however, demonstrate that the Zhuangzi as a text and as a philosophy is
never one thing; indeed, it has always been and continues to be, many different things to many different
people.
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Editorial Review

Review
. . . a collection of thought-provoking and multi-perspectival readings of one of the most fascinating and
intoxicating stories in Zhuangzi -- "the happy fish" . . . Through interpretations as well as the collision of the
various interpretations, the life of the text of the happy fish story is constantly rejuvenated and revitalized.--
"China Review International"

Review
. . . a collection of thought-provoking and multi-perspectival readings of one of the most fascinating and
intoxicating stories in Zhuangzi ? “the happy fish” . . . Through interpretations as well as the collision of the
various interpretations, the life of the text of the happy fish story is constantly rejuvenated and revitalized.
(China Review International)

About the Author
Roger T. Ames (Editor)
Roger T. Ames is professor of philosophy at the University of Hawai‘i and editor of Philosophy East and
West.

Takahiro Nakajima (Editor)
Takahiro Nakajima is associate professor of Chinese philosophy at the Institute for Advanced Studies on
Asia, University of Tokyo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

The book Zhuangzi and the Happy Fish make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Zhuangzi and the Happy Fish for being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book Zhuangzi and the Happy Fish.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Richard Bentley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Zhuangzi and
the Happy Fish is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Alice Ybarra:

Why? Because this Zhuangzi and the Happy Fish is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Peter Wilson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Zhuangzi and the Happy Fish was filled with regards to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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