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In Closing the Circle, Sean Walmsdley offers education practitioners at all
levels—district and school administrators, curriculum supervisors, staff
developers, literacy coaches, classroom teachers, and special education
teachers—a coherent framework along with practical advice for setting K—12
language arts expectations and for effectively guiding instruction, assessment,
reporting, and data analysis. Distilled from the author’ s extensive experience
working with schools and districts, the framework enables educators to prioritize
literacy learning and work together more productively to achieve better literacy
outcomes for all students.

The innovative framework includes five major elements: (1) a set of clearly
defined literacy attributes (concise expectations for what students should know,
do, understand, and experience in the language arts); (2) instructional
contributions that best support students, including struggling learners, in
acquiring the attributes; (3) appropriate assessments for tracking students
progress; (4) reporting practices that clearly explain the progress achieved; and
(5) rigorous analysis of datato inform instruction. The model embraces a broad
conception of literacy and includes expectations for reading, writing, listening,
and speaking as well as viewing and representing, making it especially suitable
for learning in the digital era.
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In Closing the Circle, Sean Walmsley offers education practitioners at all levels—district and school
administrators, curriculum supervisors, staff developers, literacy coaches, classroom teachers, and special
education teachers—a coherent framework along with practical advice for setting K—12 language arts
expectations and for effectively guiding instruction, assessment, reporting, and data analysis. Digtilled from
the author’ s extensive experience working with schools and districts, the framework enables educators to
prioritize literacy learning and work together more productively to achieve better literacy outcomes for all
students.

The innovative framework includes five major elements: (1) a set of clearly defined literacy attributes
(concise expectations for what students should know, do, understand, and experience in the language arts);
(2) instructional contributions that best support students, including struggling learners, in acquiring the
attributes; (3) appropriate assessments for tracking students’ progress; (4) reporting practices that clearly
explain the progress achieved; and (5) rigorous analysis of data to inform instruction. The model embraces a
broad conception of literacy and includes expectations for reading, writing, listening, and speaking as well as
viewing and representing, making it especialy suitable for learning in the digital era.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap
Closing The Circle

Preparing students to meet the literacy challenges of the future is one of the most important goal s of
education today. This book addresses three major questions: What do we mean by "literacy"? How can it
best be addressed by K—12 schooling? And what does it take to get there?

In Closing the Circle, Sean Walmsley offers educational practitioners at all levels—district and school
administrators, curriculum supervisors, staff developers, literacy coaches, classroom teachers, and special
education teachers—a coherent framework along with practical advice for setting K—12 language arts
expectations and for effectively guiding instruction, assessment, reporting, and data analysis. Digtilled from
the author's extensive experience working with schools and districts, the framework enables educatorsto
prioritize literacy learning and work together more productively to achieve better literacy outcomes for all
students.

The innovative framework includes five major elements: (1) a set of clearly defined literacy attributes
(concise expectations for what students should know, do, understand, and experience in the language arts);
(2) instructional contributions that best support students, including struggling learners, in acquiring the
attributes; (3) appropriate assessments for tracking students' progress; (4) reporting practices that clearly
explain the progress achieved; and (5) rigorous analysis of data to inform instruction. The model embraces a
broad conception of literacy and includes expectations for reading, writing, listening, and speaking aswell as
viewing and representing, making it especially suitable for learning in the digital era.

Closing the Circle provides concrete guidance for schools and districts interested in implementing all or parts
of the framework, which is flexible and adaptable to varied school settings and philosophies. It also provides
examples from schools that have implemented the model, including sample report cards.

From the Back Cover
Praise for Closing The Circle

"Sean Walmsley has written a K—12 framework for literacy learning that articulates the missing big picture
and provides anew way to look at the teaching of English Language Arts. Thistext isamust-read for district
administrators, curriculum leaders, teachers, and parents who want to revolutionize the current state of
literacy instruction.”

—Cathleen Kra

Instructional Leader for Literacy, Boston Public Schools

"Wamsley's attributes framework for language artsis brilliant in its simplicity. The book is rich with
practical ideas based in a framework that makes sense of language arts instruction. It will help educators ook
beyond a skills approach to the wider and broader view of literacy."

—Susan Lenski



professor of education, Portland State University

"Walmsley provides a powerful framework for thinking about the literacy lessons offered in every school. In
this new book he takes the reader on ajourney that will have you changing your literacy lessons. He
carefully discusses his comprehensive literacy instruction and assessment tools, and the next thing you notice
isthat you are wondering. Wondering about the adequacy of the lessons and the assessments. Wondering
why this has not occurred to you before."

—Richard Allington

professor of education, University of Tennesee and
past president, International Reading Association

"Dr. Walmdley's literacy framework serves to focus curriculum development, enrich professional
conversations and provides a comprehensive lens with which to examine, assess, and support learners and
their unique interaction with all forms of receptive and expressive language. | highly recommend this book to
administrators and practitioners alike as a highly usable and important tool for pursuing a systemic approach
to literacy development.”

—LouisN. Wool

superintendent of schools, Harrison Central School District,Harrison, New Y ork

About the Author

Sean A. Walmdley is professor and chair of the Reading Department, State University of New York at
Albany. A former teacher, he has published numerous articles in professional journals, written several books
related to language arts, and is co-editor (with Richard Allington) of No Quick Fix: Rethinking Literacy
Programsin America's Elementary Schools. He works with schools and districts nationally in implementing
literacy and language arts reforms.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Daniel Hendrix:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Closing the Circle: A Practical
Guide to Implementing Literacy Reform, K-12 book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

TracieBerry:

This book untitled Closing the Circle: A Practical Guide to Implementing Literacy Reform, K-12 to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get alot



of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it viaonline.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Esther Cunningham:

The book Closing the Circle: A Practical Guide to Implementing Literacy Reform, K-12 will bring you to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. When

you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Closing the Circle: A

Practical Guide to Implementing Literacy Reform, K-12 is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Edward Chavez;

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not trying Closing the Circle: A Practical Guide
to Implementing Literacy Reform, K-12 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for al of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Closing the Circle: A Practical Guide to
Implementing Literacy Reform, K-12 become your own starter.
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