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William Hughes's Critical Thinking, revised and updated by Jonathan Lavery, is
a comprehensive and accessible introduction to the essential skills required to
make strong arguments. Hughes and Lavery give a thorough treatment of such
traditional topics as deductive and inductive reasoning, logical fallacies, the
importance of inference, how to recognize and avoid ambiguity, and how to
assess what is or is not relevant to an argument. The authors also cover less
traditional topics such as special concerns to keep in mind when reasoning about
ethical matters, and how the nature of alanguage can affect the structure of an
argument. In addition to covering basic concepts for analyzing and assessing
arguments, the text also has two chapters that are designed to help students write
argumentative essays. Last but not least, Critical Thinking includes a selection of
logical paradoxes and puzzles that are as entertaining as they are enlightening.
For the fifth edition particular attention has been paid to the needs of Canadian
students and instructors.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Critical Thinking works very well indeed with first-year students. As a means of improving their thinking it
is more successful than anything I've tried and when their thinking improves, their writing improves. The
exercises are excellent ... you can see the lights turn on as the students work through them. All in all,
Hughes's Critical Thinking isatext | recommend highly." (Cleo Boyd )

"Thisisagood book. Hughes's writing is always clear, and his approach is thoroughly sensible. The
examples are useful, as are the self-test questions and questions for class discussion." (David Detmer ) --
David Detmer

From the Back Cover

William Hughes's Critical Thinking, revised and updated by Jonathan Lavery, is a comprehensive and
accessible introduction to the essential skills required to make strong arguments. Hughes and Lavery give a
thorough treatment of such traditional topics as deductive and inductive reasoning, logical fallacies, the
importance of inference, how to recognize and avoid ambiguity, and how to assess what is or is not relevant
to an argument. The authors also cover less traditional topics such as special concerns to keep in mind when
reasoning about ethical matters, and how the nature of alanguage can affect the structure of an argument. In
addition to covering basic concepts for analyzing and assessing arguments, the text also has two chapters that
are designed to help students write argumentative essays. Last but not least, Critical Thinking includes a
selection of logical paradoxes and puzzles that are as entertaining as they are enlightening. For the fifth
edition particular attention has been paid to the needs of Canadian students and instructors.

About the Author

The late William Hughes was Professor and Chair in the Philosophy Department at the University of Guelph.
Jonathan Lavery is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Contemporary Studies at Wilfrid Laurier
University, Brantford.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donald Campbell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open aswell as read a book titled Critical Thinking: An
Introduction to the Basic Skills? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Sharron Marty:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Aswe know that book is



very important for all of us. The book Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills ended up being
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It isvery
advantages for you. The guide Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skillsis not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you fedl bored. Y ou can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Critical Thinking: An
Introduction to the Basic Skills. Y ou never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Roberto Garcia:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the
Basic Skills as your daily resource information.

Marilyn Oxford:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Critical Thinking:
An Introduction to the Basic Skills suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skillsis the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will
giveyou alots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this
book.
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