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From Lauren Groff, author of thecritically acclaimed and bestselling novel Fates and Furies, comes
Delicate Edible Birds, one of the most striking short fiction debutsin years. Here are nine stories of
astonishing insight and variety, each revealing a resonant drama within thelife of a twentieth-century
American woman.

In"Sir Fleeting," a Midwestern farm girl on her honeymoon in Argentinafallsinto lifelong lust for a French
playboy. In"Blythe," an attorney who has become a stay-at-home mother takes a night classin poetry and
meets another full-time mother, one whose charismatic brilliance changes everything. In "The Wife of the
Dictator," that eponymous wife ("brought back . . . from [the dictator's] last visit to America') grows more
desperately, menacingly isolated every day. In "Delicate Edible Birds," agroup of war correspondents-a
lone, high-spirited woman among them-falls sudden prey to a brutal farmer while fleeing Nazis in the French
countryside. In "Lucky Chow Fun," Groff returns usto Templeton, the setting of her first book, for

revel ations about the darkness within even that idyllic small town.

In some of these stories, enormous changes happen in an instant. In others, transformations occur across a
lifetime--or severa lifetimes.

Throughout the collection, Groff displays particular and vivid preoccupations. Crime is a motif--sex crimes,
apossible murder, crimes of the heart. Love troubles recur; they're in every story--love in alcoholism, in
adultery, in aflood, evenin the great flu epidemic of 1918. Some of the love has depths, which are
understood too late; some of the loveis shallow, and aso understood too late. And mastery is atheme--
Groff's women swim and baton twirl, become poets, or try and try again to achieve the inner strength to
exercise personal freedom.

Overadl, these stories announce a notable new literary master. Dazzlingly original and confident, Delicate
Edible Birds further solidifies Groff's reputation as one of the foremost talents of her generation.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Groff follows up The Monsters of Templeton with thisinnovative and beautifully written collection that
covers awide swath of humanity, from east coast resort towns, to the early 20th century flu epidemic, to
WWII Europe. In "Lucky Chow Fun," the narrator, an ungainly but wise 17-year-old girl, watches over her
younger sister after their father leaves and their mother tunes out. In "Watershed," a woman reunites with a
man and moves back to her hometown, but their happiness is short-lived when afreak accident leaves her
husband comatose. Not all stories are gems-the supernatural elementsin "Fugue," about a couple tending to a
semi-abandoned hotel, don't quite work, while "Blythe," about a housewife who befriends a bipolar eccentric
in a poetry class, feels half-baked. Even in the less successful stories, Groff's proseislovely, and when she
nails a story-like the title story about journalists fleeing Nazi-occupied Paris-the results are sublime.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Following the publication of Groff’sfirst novel, The Monsters of Templeton (2008), comes this collection of
nine short stories, six of which have never been published. Therichly conceived, finely detailed stories

offer portraits of smart, daring women who are in search of, in thrall to, or disillusioned by love. In “Lucky
Chow Fun,” winner of a Pushcart Prize, Groff returnsto the town of Templeton to tell the story of ahigh-
school swimmer who uncovers the sordid sexual secrets of her seemingly idyllic small town. “L. DeBard and
Aliette,” included in the latest edition of Best American Short Stories, isareimagining of the love story of
Abelard and Héloise that sees the couple recast as an Olympic swimmer and his pupil, both of whom suffer
through the flu epidemic of 1918. And in the title story, an unconventional female reporter, fleeing the Nazis
in rura France along with aband of male correspondents, must strike a sordid bargain with a brutal farmer to
secure their safe passage. Vivid tales from a gifted young writer who continues to surprise. --Joanne
Wilkinson

Review
"It takes only afew pages to see that Ms. Groff can write--really write."?New York Observer

"Delicate Edible Birds is wonderfully imaginative, subtle and precise, brimming over with brave and
fascinating women. . . . A dazzling collection to make all those readers who are wary of short stories think
again." ?newbooks

"In her strongest writing, Groff echoes the magic of her gothic forebears." ?Financial Times

"Groff's prose is lovely, and when she nails a story--like the title story about journalists fleeing Nazi-
occupied Paris--the results are sublime." ?Publishers Weekly

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David L acey:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individualsto be


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Delicate Edible Birds: And Other Stories book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Eileen Williams;

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Delicate Edible
Birds: And Other Stories suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Delicate Edible Birds: And Other Storiesis the one of several books that everyone read now.
That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their ideain the smple way, so al of people can
easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you alot of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Patricia Steele:

The book untitled Delicate Edible Birds: And Other Storiesis the guide that recommended to you to study.
Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get
the e-book of Delicate Edible Birds: And Other Stories from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Heather Vazquez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Delicate Edible Birds: And Other
Stories, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang
typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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