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Looking at the life and legacy of Emperor Yang (569-618) of the brief Sui
dynasty in a new light, this book presents a compelling case for his importance to
Chinese history. Author Victor Cunrui Xiong utilizes traditional scholarship and
secondary literature from China, Japan, and the West to go beyond the common
perception of Emperor Yang as merely a profligate tyrant. Xiong accepts neither
the traditional verdict against Emperor Yang nor the apologist effort to revise it,
and instead offers a reassessment of Emperor Yang by exploring the larger
political, economic, military, religious, and diplomatic contexts of Sui society.
This reconstruction of the life of Emperor Yang reveals an astute visionary with
literary, administrative, and reformist accomplishments. While a series of
strategic blunders resulting from the darker side of his personality led to the
collapse of the socioeconomic order and to his own death, the Sui legacy that
Emperor Yang left behind lived on to provide the foundation for the rise of the
Tang dynasty, the pinnacle of medieval Chinese civilization.
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Editorial Review

Review
Historians who cannot read Chinese will benefit from the book s abundant data, and Xiong nicely explains
the first contact between the incipient Japanese state and the much older Chinese empire. Religious Studies
Review
This is a detailed study of a vital, yet (in English) virtually unknown, period of medieval Chinese history.
Traditional Chinese historians usually castigate Emperor Yang, and the author has successfully cut through
this invective to reveal much about the man, his policies, and his achievements. The result is a work that will
change the way both Chinese and Western historians regard the Sui dynasty and its importance to overall
Chinese history. Charles Hartman, author of Han Yu and the T ang Search for Unity
This book marks a new phase in the study of this pivotal period in Chinese history, and what Xiong says here
must be addressed by anyone who studies the Sui dynasty. Albert E. Dien, editor of State and Society in
Early Medieval China"

"Historians who cannot read Chinese will benefit from the book's abundant data, and Xiong nicely explains
the 'first contact' between the incipient Japanese state and the much older Chinese empire." -- Religious
Studies Review
"This is a detailed study of a vital, yet (in English) virtually unknown, period of medieval Chinese history.
Traditional Chinese historians usually castigate Emperor Yang, and the author has successfully cut through
this invective to reveal much about the man, his policies, and his achievements. The result is a work that will
change the way both Chinese and Western historians regard the Sui dynasty and its importance to overall
Chinese history." -- Charles Hartman, author of Han Yu and the T'ang Search for Unity
"This book marks a new phase in the study of this pivotal period in Chinese history, and what Xiong says
here must be addressed by anyone who studies the Sui dynasty." -- Albert E. Dien, editor of State and
Society in Early Medieval China

From the Back Cover
Looking at the life and legacy of Emperor Yang (569–618) of the brief Sui dynasty in a new light, this book
presents a compelling case for his importance to Chinese history. Author Victor Cunrui Xiong utilizes
traditional scholarship and secondary literature from China, Japan, and the West to go beyond the common
perception of Emperor Yang as merely a profligate tyrant. Xiong accepts neither the traditional verdict
against Emperor Yang nor the apologist effort to revise it, and instead offers a reassessment of Emperor
Yang by exploring the larger political, economic, military, religious, and diplomatic contexts of Sui society.
This reconstruction of the life of Emperor Yang reveals an astute visionary with literary, administrative, and
reformist accomplishments. While a series of strategic blunders resulting from the darker side of his
personality led to the collapse of the socioeconomic order and to his own death, the Sui legacy that Emperor
Yang left behind lived on to provide the foundation for the rise of the Tang dynasty, the pinnacle of medieval
Chinese civilization.

"This is a detailed study of a vital, yet (in English) virtually unknown, period of medieval Chinese history.
Traditional Chinese historians usually castigate Emperor Yang, and the author has successfully cut through
this invective to reveal much about the man, his policies, and his achievements. The result is a work that will
change the way both Chinese and Western historians regard the Sui dynasty and its importance to overall
Chinese history." — Charles Hartman, author of Han Yü and the T’ang Search for Unity



"This book marks a new phase in the study of this pivotal period in Chinese history, and what Xiong says
here must be addressed by anyone who studies the Sui dynasty." — Albert E. Dien, editor of State and
Society in Early Medieval China

About the Author

Victor Cunrui Xiong is Professor of History at Western Michigan University and the author of Sui-Tang
Chang'an: A Study in the Urban History of Late Medieval China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty: His Life, Times, And Legacy (Suny Series
in Chinese Philosophy Ans Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book provides high quality.

Kenneth Roland:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty: His
Life, Times, And Legacy (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy Ans Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Elton Williams:

This Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty: His Life, Times, And Legacy (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy
Ans Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) is brand new way for you who
has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Emperor Yang
of the Sui Dynasty: His Life, Times, And Legacy (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy Ans Culture) (SUNY
Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find



actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life and knowledge.

Nathan Hutchison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Emperor Yang of the
Sui Dynasty: His Life, Times, And Legacy (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy Ans Culture) (SUNY Series
in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)).
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