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What does it feel like to walk into your school? Is it a welcoming place, where
everyone feels valued? Most school improvement efforts focus on academic
goals, instructional models, curriculum, and assessments. But sometimes what
can make or break your learning community are the intangibles--the
relationships, identity, and connections that make up its culture. Authors Fisher,
Frey, and Pumpian believe that no school improvement effort will be effective
unless school culture is addressed. They identify five pillars that are critical to
building a culture of achievement:
1. Welcome: Imagine if all staff members in your school considered it their job to
make every student, parent, and visitor feel noticed, welcomed, and valued.
2. Do no harm: Your school rules should be tools for teaching students to become
the moral and ethical citizens you expect them to be.
3. Choice words: When the language students hear helps them tell a story about
themselves that is one of possibility and potential, students perform in ways that
are consistent with that belief.
4. It s never too late to learn: Can you push students to go beyond the minimum
needed to get by, to discover what they are capable of achieving?
5. Best school in the universe: Is your school the best place to teach and learn?
The best place to work?

Drawing on their years of experience in the classroom, the authors explain how
these pillars support good teaching and learning. In addition, they provide 19
action research tools that will help you create a culture of achievement, so that
your school or classroom is the best it can be. After reading this book, you ll see
why culture makes the difference between a school that enables success for all
students and a school that merely houses those students during the school day.
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What does it feel like to walk into your school? Is it a welcoming place, where everyone feels valued? Most
school improvement efforts focus on academic goals, instructional models, curriculum, and assessments. But
sometimes what can make or break your learning community are the intangibles--the relationships, identity,
and connections that make up its culture. Authors Fisher, Frey, and Pumpian believe that no school
improvement effort will be effective unless school culture is addressed. They identify five pillars that are
critical to building a culture of achievement:
1. Welcome: Imagine if all staff members in your school considered it their job to make every student,
parent, and visitor feel noticed, welcomed, and valued.
2. Do no harm: Your school rules should be tools for teaching students to become the moral and ethical
citizens you expect them to be.
3. Choice words: When the language students hear helps them tell a story about themselves that is one of
possibility and potential, students perform in ways that are consistent with that belief.
4. It s never too late to learn: Can you push students to go beyond the minimum needed to get by, to discover
what they are capable of achieving?
5. Best school in the universe: Is your school the best place to teach and learn? The best place to work?

Drawing on their years of experience in the classroom, the authors explain how these pillars support good
teaching and learning. In addition, they provide 19 action research tools that will help you create a culture of
achievement, so that your school or classroom is the best it can be. After reading this book, you ll see why
culture makes the difference between a school that enables success for all students and a school that merely
houses those students during the school day.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Nancy Frey's latest book with Heinemann is Background Knowledge, coauthored with Douglas Fisher. It
continues their exploration of the connection between language and learning. Their previous two Heinemann
titles, Word Wise & Content Rich, Grades 7-12 and Learning Words Inside & Out, Grades 1-6, have helped
teachers nationwide implement a five-part framework for building students' vocabulary. With word learning
so important to comprehension, Background Knowledge takes the next step toward deeper understanding. In
fact, Doug and Nancy are long-time collaborators, and they have focused on supporting deep understanding
and improved literacy across the content areas in three other books: Checking for Understanding, Better
Learning Through Structured Teaching, and Improving Adolescent Literacy. They are both classroom
teachers and faculty members at San Diego State University and Health Sciences High & Middle College.

Ian Pumpian, Ph.D., Professor in Educational Leadership, has been a special education teacher, teacher
educator, keynote speaker, and educational visionary. His expertise includes system change efforts, school
reform, and inclusive education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

This How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and Classroom book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and
Classroom without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and Classroom can bring
when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and
Classroom having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jean Spence:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and Classroom
book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and Classroom content
conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking How to Create a Culture of
Achievement in Your School and Classroom is not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Kathleen Knight:

This How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and Classroom are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this How to Create a Culture of Achievement in
Your School and Classroom can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and Classroom
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Macie Austin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping How to Create a Culture of
Achievement in Your School and Classroom that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you may pick How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your School and Classroom
become your own personal starter.
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