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There are three types of Japanese script-katakana, hiragana, and kanji. It is
possible to read Japanese knowing only a limited number of kanji, but it is not
possible with only a limited number of katakana or hiragana-one must know all
of them. Let's Learn Hiragana, and its companion volume Let's Learn Katakana,
is a textbook that introduces the learner to the basics of one of these fundamental
Japanese scripts. Being a workbook, it contains all the exercises that allow the
student to master hiragana by the time the book has been finished. Let's Learn
Hiragana is a classic in the field, and the huge number of students that have used
it successfully is a sign of its preeminence as a self-study guide.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Y K Mitamura is a Kodansha International author.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Preface

The Japanese writing system is so different from the English alphabet that written Japanese may seem to be
more complicated than it really is. Actually, Hiragana symbols, which comprise the basis of Japanese
writing, are not difficult to learn. By using this workbook as a study guide, the student should be able to learn
all the Hiragana symbols easily, in a relatively short time.

This workbook is specially designed and organized so that the beginning student, who is studying Japanese
as a foreign language, can learn Hiragana through self-study, without the aid of an instructor. Each section
contains sufficient explanation and exercises to enable students to study and practice on their own until
proficiency has been attained. Consequently, the use of this workbook will eliminate the need for extensive
writing drills in class. The class time can then be utilized more effectively for matters that require the
presence of an instructor, such as question-and-answer type oral drills.

This book is composed of four chapters: chapter 1 introduces the forty-six basic Hiragana and the sixty-one
modified symbols which are derived from them. Chapter 2 explains how to write words using Hiragana
symbols. Chapter 3 shows how to write sentences, and chapter 4 contains review exercises. The derivation of
Hiragana is presented in Appendix B.

In learning any foreign language, it is important to place equal emphasis on the four skills: hearing, speaking,
reading and writing. Therefore, it is an essential prerequisite to become very familiar with Hiragana for the
eventual mastery of Japanese. The student will find that diligent use of this workbook will be of great benefit
in the quest for proficiency in Japanese.

Throughout this workbook, the Modified Hepburn System is used, for the most part, to Romanize Japanese
words and sentences. This widely used system comes the closest to representing the correct Japanese sounds
and facilitates learning Japanese pronunciation. It is also known as the Hyojun, or standard, System. (The
original Hepburn System is no longer used, so references to the "Hepburn System" actually mean the
Modified Hepburn System. The two are nearly identical, differing in only a few points.)....

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Let's Learn Hiragana: First
Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics). All type of book is it possible to see on



many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Phyllis Ramirez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Let's Learn
Hiragana: First Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Let's Learn Hiragana: First Book
of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics)is a single of several books this everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Jean Proffitt:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them is this Let's Learn Hiragana: First Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics).

Robert Alcock:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Let's Learn
Hiragana: First Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics) the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get prior to. The Let's Learn Hiragana: First Book of Basic Japanese Writing
(Kodansha's Children's Classics) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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