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Modernity Disavowed is a pathbreaking study of the cultural, political, and
philosophical significance of the Haitian Revolution (1791–1804). Revealing
how the radical antislavery politics of this seminal event have been suppressed
and ignored in historical and cultural records over the past two hundred years,
Sibylle Fischer contends that revolutionary antislavery and its subsequent
disavowal are central to the formation and understanding of Western modernity.
She develops a powerful argument that the denial of revolutionary antislavery
eventually became a crucial ingredient in a range of hegemonic thought,
including Creole nationalism in the Caribbean and G. W. F. Hegel’s master-slave
dialectic.

Fischer draws on history, literary scholarship, political theory, philosophy, and
psychoanalytic theory to examine a range of material, including Haitian political
and legal documents and nineteenth-century Cuban and Dominican literature and
art. She demonstrates that at a time when racial taxonomies were beginning to
mutate into scientific racism and racist biology, the Haitian revolutionaries
recognized the question of race as political. Yet, as the cultural records of
neighboring Cuba and the Dominican Republic show, the story of the Haitian
Revolution has been told as one outside politics and beyond human language, as
a tale of barbarism and unspeakable violence. From the time of the revolution
onward, the story has been confined to the margins of history: to rumors, oral
histories, and confidential letters. Fischer maintains that without accounting for
revolutionary antislavery and its subsequent disavowal, Western
modernity—including its hierarchy of values, depoliticization of social goals
having to do with racial differences, and privileging of claims of national
sovereignty—cannot be fully understood.
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Modernity Disavowed is a pathbreaking study of the cultural, political, and philosophical significance of the
Haitian Revolution (1791–1804). Revealing how the radical antislavery politics of this seminal event have
been suppressed and ignored in historical and cultural records over the past two hundred years, Sibylle
Fischer contends that revolutionary antislavery and its subsequent disavowal are central to the formation and
understanding of Western modernity. She develops a powerful argument that the denial of revolutionary
antislavery eventually became a crucial ingredient in a range of hegemonic thought, including Creole
nationalism in the Caribbean and G. W. F. Hegel’s master-slave dialectic.

Fischer draws on history, literary scholarship, political theory, philosophy, and psychoanalytic theory to
examine a range of material, including Haitian political and legal documents and nineteenth-century Cuban
and Dominican literature and art. She demonstrates that at a time when racial taxonomies were beginning to
mutate into scientific racism and racist biology, the Haitian revolutionaries recognized the question of race as
political. Yet, as the cultural records of neighboring Cuba and the Dominican Republic show, the story of the
Haitian Revolution has been told as one outside politics and beyond human language, as a tale of barbarism
and unspeakable violence. From the time of the revolution onward, the story has been confined to the
margins of history: to rumors, oral histories, and confidential letters. Fischer maintains that without
accounting for revolutionary antislavery and its subsequent disavowal, Western modernity—including its
hierarchy of values, depoliticization of social goals having to do with racial differences, and privileging of
claims of national sovereignty—cannot be fully understood.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Modernity Disavowed is a superior work. It is not only important but also needed.”—Alicia Ríos, coeditor
of The Latin American Cultural Studies Reader

“Modernity Disavowed is a tour de force. This magnificent work is the best book on its subject and at the
forefront of a new wave of scholarship that is already transforming both the study of the Caribbean and the
study of modernity. I fully expect it to become a classic in its field.”—Lewis R. Gordon, author of Existentia
Africana: Understanding Africana Existential Thought

From the Back Cover
""Modernity Disavowed "is a superior work. It is not only important but also needed."--Alicia Rios, coeditor
of "The Latin American Cultural Studies Reader"

About the Author

Sibylle Fischer is Associate Professor of Literature and Romance Studies at Duke University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Modernity Disavowed:
Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John Hope Franklin Center Books)? Maybe it is
to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Hilda Baker:

The experience that you get from Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of
Revolution (John Hope Franklin Center Books) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John
Hope Franklin Center Books) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular



Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John Hope Franklin
Center Books) instantly.

Carmen Annunziata:

The reserve with title Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution
(John Hope Franklin Center Books) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Katherine Shadrick:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures
of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John Hope Franklin Center Books), you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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