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This new collection of essays, contributed by scholars and former Panthers, isa
ground-breaking work that offers thought-provoking and pertinent observations
about the many facets of the Party. By placing the perspectives of participants
and scholars side by side, Dr. Jones presents an insider view and initiates a vital
dialogue that is absent from most historical studies.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Hereisasearing, illuminating and unapologetic look at the Black Panther Party, whose 1966-1982 history is
one of the most controversial and dynamic political dramas of our time. Georgia State University African
American studies professor Jones uses original writings from insiders, including former officials like former
communication secretary Kathleen Neal Cleaver (who now teacheslaw in N.Y.C.), who writes about the
Algerian exile she and her then-husband Eldridge Cleaver experienced during that era; and rank-and-filers
like Steve D. McCutchen, whose Panther-era diary makes engrossing reading. The 18 chaptersinclude
original essays and memoirs by, and interviews with, former Panthers. Contributors include scholars of
Panther history like Stanford's Angela D. LeBlanc-Ernest, Nakhil Pal Singh of N.Y.U., Clarence Lusane of
American University and Trayce Mathews, a Chicago-based political activist whose dissertation explores
gender dynamics in the Black Panther Party. Founded in Oakland, Calif., by Bobby Seale and the late Huey
P. Newton to promote armed self-defense of the black community from an allegedly brutal police force, the
Panthers soon grew into a national force. The Panthers, argues contributor Chris Booker, "embodied the
highest aspirations of a generation of radical African American youth." These essays are mainly sympathetic
to the Panthers' aims, and there lingers among some of them a bit of uncritical nostalgia. But contributors
also critically investigate the party's complex attitude toward violence (police reprisals and inner-party
conflict killed over two dozen Panthers from 1967 to 1969), inner-party gender relations, the consequences
of the unstable membership mix of political activists and quasi-criminal types, and the group's romantic
notions of social revolution.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Revisiting the revolutionary reputation of the Black Panther Party (BPP) of the turbulent 1960s, political
scientist Jones (African American studies, Georgia State Univ.) contributes a six-part, 18-chapter probe of
the reality behind the rhetoric and the substance behind the much-maligned Panther image. The anthology
mixes interviews with analysis, reflections, and recollections. Former BPP members such as Kathleen Neal
Cleaver, Regina Jennings, and Melvin E. Lewis and others delve into the contextual |andscape of the BPP's
founding in October 1966, recruitment of rank and file, organizational and gender dynamics, decline, and
complex legacy. Thiswork provokes serious thought about how authority in government and media
manipulate public perception of black protest. But even more, it unfolds dimensions of the BPP as a base of
black nationalism and a bridge to intercommunalism, signaling a move beyond mere memoir to helpful
scholarship on the BPP's integrity and interactions. Recommended for collections on African Americans and
modern U.S. history and poalitics. [With the recent death of Eldridge Cleaver, interest may be revived in the
Panther phenomenon.?Ed.] 7Thomas Davis, Arizona State Univ., Temp.

-?Thomas Davis, Arizona State Univ., Tempe
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



Margaret Honig:

This The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered] are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered] can be one of the great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will
shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered]
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Y olanda Power s;

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people lovesto learn a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered] will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Suzanne Palmer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Black Panther Party
[Reconsidered] which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Cory Thomas:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered] to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is devel oping when
you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea
about book and looking at especially. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to available a book and examine
it. Beside that the guide The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered] can to be your friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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