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Born Eileen Mary Challansin London in 1905, Mary Renault wrote six
successful contemporary novels before turning to the historical fiction about
ancient Greece for which sheis best known. While Renault's novels are il
highly regarded, her life and work have never been completely examined.
Caroline Zilboorg seeks to remedy thisin The Masks of Mary Renault by
exploring Renault's identity as a gifted writer and a sexual woman in asociety in
which neither of these identities was clear or easy.

Although Renault's life was anything but ordinary, this fact has often been
obscured by her writing. The daughter of a doctor, she grew up comfortably and
attended a boarding school in Bristol. She received adegreein English from St.
Hugh's College in Oxford in 1928, but she chose not to pursue an academic
career. Instead, she decided to attend the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford, where
she trained to be a nurse. With the outbreak of the Second World War, she was
assigned to the Winford Emergency Hospital in Bristol and briefly worked with
Dunkirk evacuees. She went on to work in the Radcliffe Infirmary's brain surgery
ward and was there until 1945.

It was during her nurse's training that Renault met Julie Mullard, who became her
lifelong companion. This important leshbian relationship both resolved and posed
many problems for Renault, not the least of which was how she was to write
about issues at once intensely personal and socially challenging. In 1939, Renault
published her first novel under a pseudonym in order to mask her identity. It was
atime when she was struggling not only with her vocation (nursing and writing),
but also with her sexual identity in the social and moral context of English life
during the war.

In 1948, Renault left England with Mullard for South Africa and never returned.
It was in South Africathat she made the shift from her early contemporary novels
of manners to the mature historical novels of Hellenic life. The classical settings
allowed Renault to mask material too explosive to deal with directly while
simultaneously giving her an "academic" freedom to write about subjects vital to
her—among them war, peace, career, women'sroles, female and male
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homosexuality, and bisexuality.

Renault's reception complicates an understanding of her achievement, for she has
aspecia status within the academic community, where she is both widely read
and little written about. Her interest in sexuality and specifically in
homosexuality and bisexuality, in fluid gender roles and identities, warrants a
rereading and reevaluation of her work. Eloguently written and extensively
researched, The Masks of Mary Renault will be of special value to anyone
interested in women's studies or English literature.
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Born Eileen Mary Challansin London in 1905, Mary Renault wrote six successful contemporary novels
before turning to the historical fiction about ancient Greece for which sheis best known. While Renault's
novels are still highly regarded, her life and work have never been completely examined. Caroline Zilboorg
seeks to remedy thisin The Masks of Mary Renault by exploring Renault's identity as a gifted writer and a
sexual woman in a society in which neither of these identities was clear or easy.

Although Renault's life was anything but ordinary, this fact has often been obscured by her writing. The
daughter of a doctor, she grew up comfortably and attended a boarding school in Bristol. She received a
degreein English from St. Hugh's College in Oxford in 1928, but she chose not to pursue an academic
career. Instead, she decided to attend the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford, where she trained to be a nurse.
With the outbreak of the Second World War, she was assigned to the Winford Emergency Hospital in Bristol
and briefly worked with Dunkirk evacuees. She went on to work in the Radcliffe Infirmary's brain surgery
ward and was there until 1945.

It was during her nurse's training that Renault met Julie Mullard, who became her lifelong companion. This
important leshian relationship both resolved and posed many problems for Renault, not the least of which
was how she was to write about issues at once intensely personal and socially challenging. In 1939, Renault
published her first novel under a pseudonym in order to mask her identity. It was atime when she was
struggling not only with her vocation (nhursing and writing), but also with her sexual identity in the social and
moral context of English life during the war.

In 1948, Renault left England with Mullard for South Africaand never returned. It was in South Africathat
she made the shift from her early contemporary novels of manners to the mature historical novels of Hellenic
life. The classical settings allowed Renault to mask material too explosive to deal with directly while
simultaneoudly giving her an "academic" freedom to write about subjects vital to he—among them war,
peace, career, women's roles, female and male homosexuality, and bisexuality.

Renault's reception complicates an understanding of her achievement, for she has a special status within the
academic community, where she is both widely read and little written about. Her interest in sexuality and
specifically in homosexuality and bisexuality, in fluid gender roles and identities, warrants arereading and
reevaluation of her work. Eloquently written and extensively researched, The Masks of Mary Renault will be
of special value to anyone interested in women's studies or English literature.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Caroline Zilboorg is amember of the English faculty at Cambridge University. Sheisthe author or editor of
several books, including two volumes of correspondence between H.D. and Richard Aldington and American
Prose and Poetry in the Twentieth Century.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kimberly Rubio:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this specific The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography to read.

Eric Totten:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other ishigh. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Masks of
Mary Renault: A Literary Biography book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

VernaRiddle

The book with title The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography posesses alot of information that you
can study it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the globalization.

Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.



LidiaMgjia:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It is
referred to as of book The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography. Y ou can include your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Download and Read Online The Masks of Mary Renault: A
Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboor g #WER531X74ND



Read The Masksof Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By
Caroline Zilboorg for online ebook

The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboorg Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboorg books to read online.

Online The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboor g ebook
PDF download

The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboorg Doc
TheMasksof Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboorg M obipocket
TheMasksof Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboorg EPub

WERS531X74ND: The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography By Caroline Zilboorg



